Since
March 2002

An International,
Registered & Referred
Monthly Journal :
Research Link - 154, Vol - XV (11), January - 2017, Page No. 75-77
ISSN - 0973-1628 @ RNI - MPHIN-2002-7041 = Im

Eociology

act Factor - 2015 - 2.782

Changes Brought in The Satus of Women with The | mplementation
of Congtitutional Reforms in The Panchayati Raj Ingtitution : A Socio-
Political Sudy of Hamirpur Disit. of Himachal Pradesh

For the last few decades, the concept of empowerment has come to occupy a key
place in almost all the countries, both developed and developing. The Himachal Pradesh
government passed amendment to the Panchayat law introducing one third reservations for
women, including Schedule Caste/Schedule Tribe Women, at all threetiersof the panchayati
raj system. I n thisresearch paper, we aretrying to showcasetheimpact of power in thelife of
women and Changes brought in the Status of SC women with the implementation of
constitutional reformsin the Panchayati Raj | nstitution.

SURESH CHAUDHARY

I ntroduction :

Women constitute about half of the population of any
country, but their involvement in politicsisinsignificant as
compared to that of men. A democratic country cannot
progress if energies of half of its population are
concentrated in the kitchen only.1 To understand the status
of women in the society an examination of their Socio-
political status is necessary. As the political status is
interlinked with the socio- economic status, it has the
capacity to influence transformation of the socio-economic
system of the country. It has now been accepted that
women's right to vote and to occupy position in society is
fundamental to women's status. Panchayati Raj isidentified
as a democratic decentralization, it means democracy at
the grass root level.3 The community development
programmes launched on October 2, 1952 provided an
opportunity to involve the rural people in the development
process. The main purpose of decentralization is to bring
accountability in governance ensuring economic and social
justice.2 Himachal Pradesh enacted a new Panchayati Raj
Legislation, the Himachal Pradesh Panchayati Raj Act 1994
in conformity with the provision of the constitution 73rd
Amendment Act 1992.

The Government of Himachal Pradesh has further
amended 73rd Amendment act and the special provision of
50 percent reservation for women has recorded a
remarkable in the history of Panchayati Raj System in
Himachal Pradesh. After the 27th August 2008 the Central
Government also passed a bill on 50 percent reservation
for women in Panchayati Raj Institutions. This will
definitely help in empowering women and help in creating

sensitivity to women related development issues.3

Himachal Pradesh Panchayati Raj Act 1994 provides
that not less than one third of the officers of the chairperson
and members in the Panchayat, Panchayat Samiti and Zila
Parishad shall be reserved for women. The position of
women in the fourth general election to PRIs was held in
Himachal Pradesh during December, 2010 and January 2011
and present office bearers started functioning w.e.f. 23rd
January, 2011, and its five years term will we expire on
22nd January 2016. During 2010-11 election, there was
total 3243 Gram Panchayats. In all these Gram Panchayats
19413 wards members were elected and 11317 members
were fromwomen segment. The percentage of women wards
members in Lahaul Spiti district was highest whereas their
percentage was lowest in Bilaspur district. For 3243 Gram
Panchayats Pradhan, 1639 Panchayats were headed by
women segment in the state of Himachal Pradesh during
2010-2011 tenure which was 50.54 percent. In Kangra
district 384 Panchayats were headed by women whereas in
Lahaul Spiti in 21 Panchayats, the Pradhans were amongst
the women. The district wise detail of reservation of seats
to women for Panchayat Pradhan during 4th elections to
PRIs has been appended as follows (See Table 1).

The second tier in Panchayati Raj Ingtitutions there
were 1682 total members, for thetotal 77 Panchayat Samiti,
out of which 863 members were women. The number of
women representatives in increasing as it is evident by
analyzing four consecutive elections.

Satement of the Problem :

Participation of women in Panchayati Raj bodies

enable them to emerge as effective leaders and also to act

Assistant Professor - Guest Faculty (Department of Sociology), H.P. U ILS, AVALODGE, Chaura Maidan,
Shimla (Himachal Pradesh)

W Research Link - An International Journal - 154 ® Vol - XV (11) ® January - 2017 ® 75



Table 1: Number of Seats Reserved for Women Representatives in
Panchayats, Pradhan Gram Panchayat (Term 2011-2016)

Ra Ingtitution suggested that many
SC women are not even aware of

. Name Reservation of Seatsfor Women their role and responsibilities in
Nc; District Tota SC ST OBC | Generd | Totd | %age | Panchayati Raj Institutions while
seats | women | women | Women | Women | women others do not assert themselves due
1 | Bilaspur 151 20 Q 5 51 76 50.33 | tosocid inhibitions and disabilities.
2 | Chamba 283 27 46 3 67 193 | 5053 Buch (2010) in her study then
3 | Hamirpur 229 29 0 11 75 115 50.22 | g tthor has discussed that the chalenge
4 | Kengra 760 8 0 58 241 384 | 5053 | now isto redefine tools in the light of
5 | Kinnaur 65 0 33 0 33 [ 5070 | gixty years experience and lessons
6 | Kulu 204 3L 2 0 69 102 | 50.00 | |earnt and to address the critical issues
7 | L& Spii 4 0 21 0 21 | 5122 | of women and girls in population
8 M andi 473 72 0 9 157 240 50.74 groups Who ha/e not d)le to r%h [Se)
9 | Shimla 363 55 0 5 124 184 50.69 far.
10 | Sirmour 228 39 2 9 63 115 | 5044 Gochhayal (2012) his article
11 | Solan 211 35 0 4 67 107 50.71 has discussed that 73rd
12 | Una 235 28 0 15 3 119 | 5064 | constitutional Amendment was made
Total 3243 421 104 109 987 1639 50.54 in the hope that it would lead to

Source : Himachal Pradesh Panchayati Raj Department of Shimla.

as catalytic agents by inspiring confidence and providing
stimulus for social changes among rural women.
Representation of women in Panchayati Raj bodies will
enable women to take part in the public life, interact with
different sectionsof population, devel op personal and higher
level relations without the consideration of traditional
barriers. This will enable them to achieve full and equal
partnership in development as well as to work for
establishment of the more equitable, healthy and prosperous
society besidesimproving their developmental and political
perceptions. If more women take part in political and
development activities only then their participation will
improve considerably. The various studies relating to
women participation reveal that women are facing various
problems in the discharge of their duties. In the male
dominated and custom ridden society, illiteracy and
backwardnessinthe socia sphere have affected the women's
roleinthe grassrootsinstitutions. It is hoped that thiswould
changethevery plight of rural women and will improvetheir
status and position in the society.

Review of Literature :

Since the Panchayati Raj Movement began, a number
of studies have been made. Published and unpublished
material on Panchayati Rgj Ingtitutions.

Dutta (2001) has discussed about regarding
participation of women in panchayats. Nearly 70 percent
of the women live below the poverty line. Most of them are
illiterate. After 1975 the question of women's participation
in politics began to gain importance. The 73rd
constitutional Amendment has indicated a noticeable shift
in the approach of the Indian state towards women. This
Amendment provides for reservation not less than one third
of the seats for women schedule caste and schedule tribe
women in all bodies.

Dhaka and Dhaka (2004) in their study conducted in
Haryana regarding SC women's participation in Panchayati

better governance and provide
political space to the disadvantaged sections of the society
like SCs, STs, and women. The present study was an effort
to know the extent of political participation of women in
functioning as well as in the electoral process of the
panchayats and the problems faced by them.

Objectives of The Sudy :

(1) To study women's participation in Panchayati Raj
Instiution.

(2) To change the status of SC Women in the
participation of Panhayati rg institutions.

Areaof Study :

The district Hamirpur is situated between 76°18' to
76°44' east longitude and 31°52'30" north latitude.
According to the 2011 census, the total population of
district is 4,54,293 persons, out of which 2,16,742 are
males and 2,37,551 are females, and sex ratio for 1096
females per 1000 males. The male literacy rate is 95.28
percent and female literacy rate 83.44 percent. District
Hamirpur consist of total six development blocksviz. Barsar,
Bhoranj, Bijdi, Hamirpur, Nadaun and Sujanpur.

Research M ethodology :

This study is based on empirical and analytical
methods. The approach to conduct the present study is
interdisciplinary. Historical, descriptive, comparative and
analytical methods have been applied.

Sampling :

The purposiverepresentatives sampling of respondents
has been taken into consideration for this study which has
been conducted in, four village Panchayats one districts.
Total 50 elected femal e respondents have been interviewed.
In these 50 femal e respondents from both reserved and open
categories have been taken. To ensure the nature of
purposive representative sampling, special attention has
been given to wide representation of women with variables
like age, caste, education, income, family background and
political participation etc. so that the sample may congtitute
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elected femal e representatives and general public (members
of Gram Sabha) from varied socio-economic and political
backgrounds.

Primary Sources :

The present study relies largely on primary data and
wherever necessary the secondary data have been used to
supplement the primary data. An attempt has been made to
get an insight into the actual working of Panchayati Rgj
Systemin specific areathrough questionnaire. In such cases
observation method was applied to collect the information.
Secondary Sources :

Secondary sources for the study include various
books, Journals, research studies, surveys, reports of the
various commissions and committees and the information
gathered from the newspapers which are relevant to the
present study.

Tools of Data Analysis:

There are many methods of analyzing the data. In the
present study, the processing of data and the preparation of
the tables for analysis and interpretation have been done
manually.

Conclusion :

Participation of women in political process is an
essential input to facilitate empowerment of women and to
bring equality between advantaged and di sadvantaged groups.
With the growth of literature on development and social
change the concept of participation of women in political
process has assumed enormous importance. The women
who belonged to higher castes won the elections of PRI's
more easily than those who belonged to the lower castes
and they had to face many problems during the elections. In
district Hamirpur general category and SCs have a
dominating role in the grassroots Ingtitutions. It was found
that the majority of women who participate in the grassroots
Institutions elections were not very highly educated.

The study revealed that income is also an important
Indicator of social status. People with better economic
status yielded good influence on the rural politics. The
economic status in the society bestows the right to be
elected in panchayats. It was observed during the study that
reservation for women isapositive step. Now many women
are coming forward with the help of quota and they are
gaining confidence. This indicates that reservation system
has very good effect on women confidence. And they get
more chances to perform well. The main reason behind this
was that they had no proper education. The role of caste,
illiteracy, corruption, nepotism etc. challenges faced by
women inthe Panchayati Raj I nstitutionsafter being elected.
It was observed that the women of higher castes captured
powersin different moulds in comparison to those of lower
castes in both the digtricts. It was found that the political
participation of women was not possible unless and until
there was their economic empowerment.
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Drugs Tendsto Juvenile offenders

Analysis is done on drug addict juvenile offender of Durg district of Chhattisgarh.It
isconcluded that they take all type of drug according to their need and requirement,they are not
bound to take single drug. They are habitual for taking many drugs fulfilling their purposelike
taking drug to release their mental tension accrued due to their family problems and some
become drug addict because of failure in their academic carrier. Maximum juvenile offender
become habitual drug addict for enjoyment purpose with their friends, otherstaketo carry out
their criminal activities like rape, loot pat,sexual activities etc. If their drug activities are not
stopped in their early age of life then they will becomecriminal in coming years.

Binob KumaR* & DR. SMT. AsHWINI M AHAJAN*

I ntroduction :

Drug addict nature of juvenile offender ismajor social
problem of modern world today especially in India.Earlier
it was a circumference but its area of impact was less and it
was limited to a particular area only.Today it has become
too wide. In past juvenile offender were also taking drug
but in a limited way. Their involvement in it was not too
much and theywere wanted to get rid of it as early as
possible.Today juvenile offender aretaking all typesof drug
and theirinvolvement in drug activitiesisincreasing rapidly
day to day.It has block the mind of juvenile offender ,its
impactis too intense that it has decreases their thinking
power,working capacities, difference between wrong and
right could not be judge by them.Drugs trends in them has
become so much powerfully thatthey haveinvolved
themselves inserious criminal activities they is no
hesitation in their mind for doing criminal activities, they
have become depended on it There is no sign of
improvement in them.

Review of related literature :

(1) Defrancosco (1996) Make his study on 113
delinquent youth in a state detention facility and found that
82% delinquent were heavy users of alcohol and other
drugs,14%were regular user more than 2 times weekly and
4% report occasional users.

(2) Jeremy pilchard, Jason payne (2005) The
majority of juvenilein his study (88%) has engaged in drug
related offending although more juvenile reported buying
drugs 85%,then selling 55%.

(3)Tarani phatak (2005) she concluded that bad
socia and family back ground promote juvenile delinquent

towards drugs.
Hypothesis :

(1) Reasons for taking drugsby drug addict juvenile
offender.

(2) Drug addict juvenile offender isattracted more
towards drugs.

(3) Different types of drugs usually taken by drug
addict juvenile offender.

Methodology : Lottery system of random method is
used for data collection from drug addict juvenile offender,
30 juvenile delinquent were selected as sample from 60
juvenile delinquent having age group in between 10 to 18
years both residing in Durg care home, rural and urban area
of Durg district. of Chhattisgarh state.

Procedure (1) A set of 30 questions related to
hypothesis were asked through interview schedule method
from drugs tendsjuvenile offender having age in between
10 to 18years .It is analysis that15 Juvenile offender were
taking drugs for enjoyment purpose, 6 were taking drugs
for failure in academic carrier, 9 were using for releasing

Table 1.1 : Respondent reasons for taking drugs

S. Respondent response for

No. = drugesSp Freg. %

1. | Enjoyment purpose 15 50%

2. | Failurein their academiccarrier 6 20%

3. | Release mental tenson 9 30%
Total 30 100%

mental tension accrued due to family problem.

Result : (1) Itisanalyzed in graph that50% juvenile
offender had becomedrug addict for enjoyment purpose.
(2) 20% juvenile offender taking drugs because of failure

*Research Scholar (Department of Sociology), Gowvt. V.Y.T.P.G. Govt. Auto. College, Durg (Chhattisgarh)
**Research Guide & Professor (Department of Sociology), Govt. V.Y.T.R.G.. Govt. Auto. College, Durg

(Chhattisgarh)
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intheircarrierespecially intheir schooling. (3) 30% juvenile
delinquent taking drugs to release mental tension accrued
duetofamily problem.

Discussion : Parents should keep eye on their juvenile
offender when they are celebrating partyand taking drugs
forEnjoyment purposes After doing crimejuvenileoffender should
thing in right way for their carrier. Juvenile offender should not
involvemuchinfamily problem; leaveit totheir parentsto solveit.

(2) Small children learns a lot from their social
surrounding and its atmosphere, all changes accrued in their
life because of it only if their nearby surrounding isbad they
adapted itlt is concluded that 18 drug Juvenile offender said
that they were attracted towards drugs because for carrying
out criminal activities 10.5 because of their addictparents, 4.5
wants to know the taste of drugs.

Table 2.1 : Respondentattraction towards drugs

S. Attraction of respondent o
No. towar ds dr ugs Freg &
For carying out crimina
L. activities 15 50%
2. | Duetotheir drug addict parents 6 20%
3. | Toknow the taste of drugs 9 30%
Total 30 | 100%
2o Graph : Respondent Attraction Towards Drugs
60%

60%

50% \\

40%

20 \35%

20% \

10% N
i e 5%

To know the taste of
drugs

Result : Table shows that 60% juvenile offender are
drug addict for carrying out their criminal activities, 35% are
attracted towards drugs because of their drug addict parents,
5%wants to know the taste of drug.

Discussion : Juvenile Delinquent should stop taking
drugs for criminal activities.so that they may improve for
himself. If parentsare habitual for taking drugs. They should
avoid to take in front of their Juvenile Delinquent. Juvenile
Delinquent should avoid to know the taste of drug, so that

Due to their drug
addict parents

Far carrying out
criminal activities

B Research Link - An International Journal - 154 m Vol

he/she not diverted towards drugs.

(3) 24 respondent saysthat were taking gut take ,21
were going for smoking (bide & cigarette), 18 isusing tobacco,
27 were taking alcohol, 12 were taking ganja, 9 were taking
bhang, 11 uses salutation, 6 were prefer medicated drugs
like benadle & fancydel , 3 were taking hafem& chars, 18

Table 3.1 : Drugs classification of respondent

NSO' Respondent reply Freq. %

1 | Guttake 24 80%
2. | Smoking (bide& cigarette) 21 70%
3. | Tabcoo 18 60%
4. | Alcohal 27 90%
5. | Ganja 12 36%
6. | Bhang 09 30%
7. | Salutaion 11 33%
8. | Medicated drugs 06 20%
9. | Hafem chas, 03 10%
10. | All types of drugs 18 60%

takes all type of drugs.

Result : Tableindicates that maximum 90% juvenile
offender are more habitual for taking alcohol, 80%are
interested moretowards gutake, 70% are going moretowards
smoking, 60% tabco, 36% gange, 33% salutation, 30%
bhange, 20% medicated drugs, 10% hafem & chars 60%
juvenile offender are taking all types of drugs.

Discussion : Respondent take all above mention
drugs,it is analyzed that they cannot leave without it they
are habitual for it ,their their mind cannot work without it at
any respect all their thinking power were lost, they wantsit
at regular interval of time so, they are so much involveinit
that their physical structure has changed, mentally they are
not fit. Also not fit to do any physical and lab our work.
Conclusion:

(1) All juvenile offender are drug addict ,they take drug
according to their choice. (2) Maximum juvenile offender are
habitual drug addict. (3) They cannot leave without drug.
(4) Drugaddict juvenile offender take maximum alcohol, gut
take, bide & cigarette.

Suggestion :

(1) Parentsshouldtell sideeffect of drugtotheir drug
addict juvenile offender.

(2) Parents should not take any type of drug in front of
their juvenile offender.

(3) Parents should motivate their children towards
educationin spite of their failurein their academic carrier.
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— AR & THRET @ JIN U9 qodid, § 211-215.

(1) Trauma and Crisis (2004) : Human Ecology, Social
work Program 615 mc calle Ave, Chattanooga.

(2) Grovert, Amanda J (2008) : Domestic violence Against
women: A Literature Review (Master"s Thesis, Paciffic
Univercity).

(3) Journal of family violence, May 2010, Volume 25, Is-
sue 4, PP. 369-382. Domestic viloence Against woman : System-
atic Review of Prevalence studes samia Alhabib.

(4) P. Ranall Kropp : A Reviw of Domestic Violence Risk

Instruments, British Columbia Fornsic Psychiatric Sevices Com-
mission.
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